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BY KEN ANDERSON 
A FEW WEEKS ago a young Christian 
threw some jagged-edged cracks 
in my presence about the status quo in 
the realm we evangelicals call Chris- 
tian fiction. When I gave enthusiastic 
agreement to most of the points he 
brought up, he stared at me with wide, 
unbelieving eyes. I still think he 
thought I was too yellow to stand up 
for my convictions. 

But I was sincere in my agreement. 
As a matter of fact, I thought him too 
gentle on some points. 

I am what you would call a Chris- 
tian novelist, one who’s in the game 
full time and depends on an income 
from book royalties and magazine 
sales to support himself and his fam- 
ily. Yet I sincerely feel that I have 
about as much business trying to hold 
a place of prominence in my field as 
a high-school graduate has in seeking 
a college presidency. When people I 
meet gasp and say, “So you’re Ken An- 


derson, the author,” I can’t help but 
be amused and disappointed. For if 
those people knew what a compara- 
tively simple thing it is to gain a repu- 
tation as a Christian novelist, they 
would be mighty sparing with their 
enthusiasm. 

I may be wrong, since I know of no 
official statistics, but I doubt if there 
are more than a dozen full-time Chris- 
tian writers. By that I mean men and 
women who give the majority of their 
time to the production of the kind of 
literature that champions the point- 
of-view of evangelical, evangelistic 
Christianity. 

Why don’t more? And why do so 
many of us who write Christian novels 
produce such anemic literature? What 
actually is the matter with us Chris- 
tian writers and the copy we bat out? 

Perhaps the root of the whole thing 
goes back to this matter of a Chris- 
tian’s call from God. Too many peo- 
ple feel that unless God calls a Chris- 
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tian to be a minister or a missionary 
He hasn’t called him at all. 

As a result, we expect our ministers 
and missionaries to train themselves 
thoroughly and conscientiously to 
obey their call from God, while those 
in other fields—Christian writing, for 
instance—need only an urge to act 
and God will do the rest. 

Take the preacher and his prepara- 
tion as an illustration, Talking is a 
natural function of the human body— 
more of a natural function, you'll 
agree, than writing. And preachers 
need training. They, need the best, 
however talented they may be. Now if 
it takes training to make a good 
preacher, which it certainly does, then 
any Christian who is not willing to go 
through a period of intense appren- 
ticeship can never expect to do very 
much about reaching the almost un- 
tapped potential of literary evangel- 
ism. 

And don’t underestimate the possi- 
bilities of literature as a vehicle for 
spreading the gospel. 

Last summer I met a woman, a con- 
verted Jewess, active in neighborhood 
evangelism among her people. Obvi- 
ously, the last thing she would expect 
to find in one of these homes would be 
a New Testament. But that’s what she 
found on one of her calls, and the 
woman who owned the outlawed vol- 
ume told her she had been reading 
The Robe and, as a result, became 
eager to know more about Christian- 
ity. 

To most evangelicals, Lloyd Doug- 
las is a liberal. Yet frequent reports 
tell of people who have found Christ 
as a direct or indirect result of his 
book, The Robe. Anyway, he illus- 
trates the possibilities. 

But to get back to this matter of ar- 
duous preparation for Christian writ- 
ing. 





During the earlier stages of my own 
writing experience, a friend of mine, 
one who saw then what I have begun 
to see now, said to me, “Ken, you 
ought to write for a few years and 
throw everything away before you try 
to get it published.” 

I thought he was crazy. A publisher 
had already agreed to issue a book of 
mine. I was made, I thought! For 
when that first novel came from the 
press, I anticipated immediate fame— 
not fame that I could glory in, neces- 
sarily, but fame that would give me an 
entrance into big-time literary circles 
and, as a result, provide a fruitful 
ministry for the Lord. 

Shortly after the publication date, 
however, a minister in my denomina- 
tion was quoted as saying, “Ten years 
from now he’ll be sorry he ever wrote 
that book.” And a reviewer had the 
crust to print, “The writing is ama- 
teurish, the characters ridiculous, the 
plot uninteresting and the mystery 
non-existent.” 

Then I was hurt, perplexed. 

But today I’m grateful to those and 



















































































































































Rei Anderson, now getting on in years 
(he’s 29) is the chap who writes such hair- 
raising epics as SHINING SHIELDs and 
SHapows UNDER THE MIpNiIcHT SUN. 
What’s more, as one of the most-read Chris- 
tian story tellers, he is an authority on why 
Christian writers don’t click with univer- 
sity students. One trouble, says author Ken, 
is that Christian publishers are afraid to 
change brands—from Christian melodrama 
to helpful realism, When he tried the latter 
recently, publishers turned down his manu- 
script cold. “You can’t do that,” they said, 
“vou gotta end them nice.” So, in chastened 
mood, Anderson settled down to bang out 
another bookful of interesting and readable 
blither, and wait for the tide to turn and 
Christian taste to change—or possibly 
Christian publishers. Towards the middle 
of the book, when he could stand himself 
no longer, he ripped out this article. 












































the many like them who voiced their 
disdain, 

So it’s the fault of Christian publish- 
ers, maybe? After all, they publish the 
books. Well, they aren’t blameless, 
perhaps. But the current trend in 
Christian fiction prize contests ought 
to relieve them from pointing fingers. 
They’re trying. You see, those publish- 
ers can’t publish what authors don’t 
write for them. 

“We have to stay in business,” a 
Christian publisher once told me, ‘and 
to stay in business we must publish 
books. We can’t print anything better 
than what the authors submit.” 

Logical enough, don’t you think? 

But let’s look at the thing a bit more 
subjectively and take the Christian 
novel in for a bit of dissecting. And 
since so many agree that most Chris- 
tian novels reek, let’s try to find out 
what’s wrong. 

Along this line, one faces the vicious 
circle, For the facts of the case add 
up to the water-tight conclusion that 
many talented Christians don’t write 
because they can’t afford to write. Re- 
muneration has not been enough to 
make it possible for these people to 
spend the time necessary to produce 
quality work, and the reason for the 
low pay is that publishers haven't 
been able to produce books of sufficient 
quality to interest a large reading au- 
dience. And so the circle spins. 

But since it is obvious that publish- 
ers cannot publish what isn’t written, 
the responsibility falls back on us au- 
thors. 

It seems to me the answer lies in an 
evaluation of our shortcomings. 

First of all, the average Christian 
novelist is unskilled in the art of good 
writing. He may have inherent ability 
but he does not have trained tech- 
nique. 





An odd situation inevitably springs 
up here, the fact that Sunday-school 
paper fiction—with exceptions, of 
course—far exceeds the Christian nov 
el in technique and readability. Ad- 
mittedly, many of these Sunday- 
school paper writers aren’t evangeli- 
cals. (Many top secular writers begin 
with these juvenile markets.) But a 
great number must be, for they often 
drive home a good Christian emphasis 
in a plausible, well-told tale. 

The reason for this is quite appar- 
ent. First of all, these Sunday-school 
paper markets offer a definite income 
to the writers, The average free-lance 
writer gets fifty to seventy-five percent 
more remuneration from short articles 
in Sunday-school papers than the roy- 
alty earned by the average Christian 
novelist, when one compares the num- 
ber of words. 

Here again the vicious circle ap- 
pears, a circle that can only be broken 
when consecrated authors produce the 
initiative. 

It takes work to create good writing 
—whether it’s a Gettysburg Address 
or A Tale of Two Cities. Writing is 
work, hard work. Inspiration is only 
incidental to the production of great 
literature! 

Yet, if you were to ask the average 
Christian novelist how much time he 
spends on a novel, you might be 
amazed. I'll be the goat in the illus- 
tration and admit that, until very re- 
cently, I never wrote more than two 
drafts on any novel. And the last six 
or eight chapters in one of my “best 
selling” volumes is first draft, word- 
for-word as it first came to me; and 
I’m deeply ashamed. 

Compare this with the report that 
Christopher Morley, for example, is 
said to have rewritten parts of his 
Kitty Foyle over fifty times, and you 
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understand one of the main reasons 
discerning readers turn to the secular 
novel in preference to the Christian. 

Then, too, we Christian fiction writ- 
ers have not been, perhaps because we 
have not dared to be, honest. Basically, 
John Steinback was more honest in his 
Grapes of Wrath than we Christian 
novelists are in our idealistic yarns 
about pretty girls and the way they 
soar to conquer. 

I would be the last one to advocate 
that the Christian novel became noth- 
ing more than a treatise on sex. But I 
do believe that no author can be hon- 
est about life when he molycoddles 
such an important issue. 

Before you sit down to write a red- 
hot letter to the editor about that state- 
ment, let me pass on something to you 
I read in a writer’s magazine some 
time back. “Why are these religious 
people harping at us about our real- 
istic literature,” said the author of the 
article, “when the Bible did it first?” 

That chap had a warped conception, 
we'll all agree. There’s a difference be- 
tween sensuous writing and sensual 
writing. The Song of Solomon is sens- 
uous, a great piece of literature apart 
from any allegorical interpretation we 
have given to it. The average secular 
novel is sensual, admittedly playing 
for the base interests of the common, 
unregenerated man. 

However, that does not excuse us 
Christian novelists from being hon- 
est. The purest of people have had 
great struggles in temptation, and we 
can’t expect to help those who read 
our books unless we portray such 
struggles intelligently and honestly. 
Many of the great secular novels in 
the past, novels that will endure long 
after our current secular trash has 
been forgotten, dealt with these great 
problems—discreetly but with hon- 
esty and forcibleness. Writers of Chris- 





tian novels ought to do no less. 

Sex is only one issue in this matter 
of being honest. What about hypoc- 
risy, religious graft, fanaticism? Sure- 
ly Sinclair Lewis didn’t write Elmer 
Gantry only to be telling a smutty 
story. For the sake of the men of God— 
and there are hundreds of them—who 
tour our country as evangelists, some- 
one ought to do a novel typical of the 
mercenary, money-mad few who have 
done so much damage to the cause of 
Christ. 

Then, too, the failure of the modern 
Christian novelist to familiarize him- 
self with what it takes to make great 
writing has played its part. 

Characters, for instance, cannot be 
real unless the author knows how to 
delineate them. And we Christian fic- 
tion writers portray little more than 
lifeless mannequins. It’s one thing to 
say that the hero is a most stalwart 
young man with sterling qualities and 
quite another to make the reader ex- 
claim: “That boy’s got something on 
the ball!” 

Characters aren’t made in novels 
that are run off with assembly line 
momentum. Tolstoy, the great Russian 
novelist, wrote a biography of from 
fifty to seventy-five thousand words 
about his main characters before he 
ever thought of putting them into a 
novel. 

One of our outstanding contempo- 
rary writers was seated at a table one 
time when, for no apparent reason, she 
began to laugh. Asked why, she said, 
“One of the characters in the book I’m 
planning to write just said something 
funny.” Needless to say, the character 
in that book, alive in the mind of the 
author, lived on in the minds of a good 
many readers! 

Plot, too, suffers in our Christian 
novels, We must have a nice girl, pref- 
erably one who has just come from 
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Bible school, and a handsome young 
hero, and a woeful and brilliant vil- 
lain who runs the picture show and 
wouldn’t go to church on Sunday un- 
less you dragged him by the horns. 

Frankly, here are the makings of 
real characters, but a skit is not a fin- 
ished product; and the skit stage is 
as far as most of us ever get. Hero, her- 
oine, villain—for no particular reason 
but that we must have a hero, a hero- 
ine, and a villain. The characters are 
what the author tells us they are, not 
what he shows—and thus proves them 
to be. 

This has all been pretty negative, 
enough to make a few people angry, 
like as not. But to sum up the situation, 
let’s take a look at what can be done, 





what you can do to help the situation. 

If you yourself have literary inter- 
ests, get to work. He who blazes the 
trail is as important as the man who 
builds the monument at the end of the 
road. Take a Christian novel and com- 
pare it with some great piece of writ- 
ing—compare the stories themselves, 
the characters, the word economy, the 
very structure of the sentences. Much 
of the secret to good writing lies in 
knowing what not to do. 

If enough people put their shoul- 
ders to the job, the Christian novel will 
yet come of age. Christians have taken 
places of prominence in art, business, 
government, education—and they can 
wield a tremendous literary influence, 
too. 


Sharper than Fcom 


I was doing a round of the ward, when 
I was arrested by the sight of a young 
soldier lad sitting on one of the beds holding 
forth to a small group of patients. Naturally 
I went to see what it was all about. He was 
telling them the story with a rich accent. 
As he spoke his eyes sparkled and his whole 
face glowed. I’ve never heard a more sin- 
cere and wholehearted witness. When he 
saw me he said: “I’m telling them what the 
Lord has done for me, nurse. You see, I’m 
a Christian.” 

I said, “Shake hands. I’m one too.” You 
should have seen the faces of the others! 

Afterwards he came and told me his 
story. 

His mother and father had been killed in 
an air raid when he was fourteen, and he 
spent three months hitch-hiking around 
England dodging the authorities, who 
wanted to put him in an orphanage. He had 
no money, and had to sleep in barns and 
under hedges, and beg or steal his food. 

Finally he joined the Merchant Navy, 
and, to use his own words, he “went in for 
wine, women and song like the rest of ’em.” 
He had a varied experience for the next four 
years. I don’t know the details of his leav- 
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ing the Merchant Service and joining the 
army, but that is what he did. 

One sunny September day last year he 
fell into the hands of a crowd of open-air 
preachers in Melbourne. Peter had been 
brought up in a strongly religious atmos- 
phere and was destined for the ministry, 
but his religion failed to stand up to the 
vicissitudes of four years at sea, and he 
had given it up altogether. He was utterly 
scornful and indignant when one of the 
evangelists tackled him— it was a free “tea 
and concert” arranged for the troops—and 
Peter had confidently set out to tie the 
fellow in knot. (He has a ready wit and a 
quick tongue.) To his surprise the other 
had an answer to everything, and he 
answered simply by quotations from Scrip- 
ture. It was friend Peter who got tied up. 

Anyway, the result was that three weeks 
later he came to the Saviour. 

... Perhaps the most striking words in 
this nurse’s letter are—‘“‘he answered sim- 
ply by quotations from Scripture.” The 
university men and women who are most 
successful in their witnessing are frequent- 
ly those who have memorized much Scrip- 
ture, and know when and how to use it. 
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YounGc CANADA AND Reuicion. Prepared 
for the Canadian Youth Commission. The 
Ryerson Press, Toronto. 1945. 114 pages. 
Price $1.00. 


Reviewep BY E, MarGcaret CLARKSON 


| UT I DON’T see why any religious 
B activities are needed in our 
| schools and colleges!” he expostulated. 
}“‘The churches are organized to look 
after religious needs. And Canadian 
young people are as fine and whole- 
some a crowd as can be found any- 
where. They don’t need the Inter-Var- 
sity Christian Fellowship or any other 
\form of campus evangelism. They’re 
jall right as they are!” 

On the surface his arguments 
seemed fair enough. I might almost 
have agreed with him if I hadn’t been 
doing some rather disturbing reading 
lately. 

For an answer I handed him a copy 
of Young Canada and Religion. 

Published by Ryerson Press, Toron- 
to, this 112-page booklet ($1.00) is a 
report on a census of young Canadi- 
ans’ thoughts on religion. It was pre- 
pared by the Canadian Youth Com- 
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mission, “a private independent body, 
established in April, 1943, with the 
object of studying the main problems 
of young people from 15-24 years of 
age,” and consisting of ‘‘50 responsible 
citizens in all walks of life” ranging 
from a university president to a promi- 
nent official in a labor union. 

The term religious is used in this re- 
port in the widest possible sense, be- 
ing applied equally to Catholicism, 
Judaism, and all branches of Protest- 
antism, Hence it is not at all synony- 
mous with the term Christian even in 
the broadest manner, let alone as ap- 
plied in a strictly Scriptural sense. 
Consider, then, the true meaning of 
the following excerpts: 

“The influence of the Church is less 
effective than it was a generation ago 
... For probably half of the young 
people of Canada outside of Quebec, 
their Church has little outward in- 
fluence.” 

“We consider that so far at least 
as Protestant young people are con- 
cerned, the majority are not sufficient- 
ly familiar with Christian beliefs 
either to object to or to support them.” 
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The most positive statement regard- 
ing the religious life of young Canadi- 
ans is stated as, “In the wider sense of 
the term, young Canadians are not ir- 
religious.” 

Since religious and truly Christian 
(i.e. born again) are so utterly dif- 
ferent in meaning, ponder the real 
significance of this classification of 
young Canadians as being “25% reli- 
gious, 50% slightly religious, and 
25% completely indifferent or defi- 
nitely hostile.” If such is man’s ap- 
praisal of youth, what percentage will 
be definitely Christian in the eyes of 
God, who “thinketh not as man think- 
eth?” 

“We believe that unless the chal- 
lenge thrown out by youth’s present 
attitude be taken up by the churches, 
there will emerge a generation with 
a godless religion, to the immeasur- 
able detriment of society at large.” No 
further solution is attempted in this 
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THEREFORE STAND. A Plea for a Vigorous 
Apologetic in this Critical Hour of the 
Christian Faith. By Wilbur M. Smith. The 
W. A. Wilde Co., Boston. 1945. 614 pages. 
Price $3.00. 


REVIEWED BY FRANCES STEELE, Pu. D. 

he RESPONSE to a need for “a vigorous 
apologetic in this critical hour of the 

Christian faith,” Dr. Wilbur Smith de- 


scribes the present situation in pro- 
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report, whose “task is to inform, not 
to instruct.” But it is clear from fig- 
ures and quoted comments in this re- 
port that the churches are touching 
the life of our youth only very 
slightly. 

What, then, can be done to meet 
the need of this almost pagan gene- 
ration? 

To us the answer seems clear. These 
young people who have so largely re- 
pudiated religion as they know it are 
in our schools and colleges. There they 
must meet Christ if they are to meet 
Him at all. By their own word church 
and home influences have failed to 
touch them. A program of personal 
evangelism on the campuses of our 
schools may be the only answer. 

God help us to face the challenge 
squarely and to go all out in our en- 
deavor to bring Christ to the perish- 
ing young millions of our land. 





fessing Christendom in the light of the 
spiritual decline of the past few cen- 
turies—as a warning of disaster ahead 
for the church unless there be a sin- 
cere return to “the faith once delivered 
to the saints.” His chief concern is to 
rally evangelicals for a defense of the 
traditional Christian position and to 
encourage them to regain lost ground. 
But the book is designed not only to 
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afford materials for the Christian’s de- 
fense of his faith, but also to present 
information and instruction to the 
non-Christian, since it is felt that ig- 
norance or neglect of these facts has 
led many to a rationalistic position. 
With an understanding of the bases 
for belief in the supernatural, it is im- 
possible to claim that Rationalism 
holds the only explanation of the 
universe. 

Frequent and at times lengthy quo- 
tations enhance the usefulness of the 
book and increase the force of its ar- 
guments. It is one thing to say that 
modernists deny the deity of Christ 
and attack the veracity of the Scrip- 
tures, but it is quite another thing to 
quote from prominent liberal theolog- 
ians and philosophers and let the 
words speak for themselves; this is ac- 
curate, scientific reporting. Moreover, 
it is hardly likely that even a small 
part of the information presented is 
known to more than a limited number 
of evangelical Christians, yet it is 
highly necessary that the church be 
aware of its present danger. 

Dr. Smith’s argument pursues the 
following course. First, the chief forces 
and agencies attacking evangelical 
Christianity are listed. These include 
the various anti-Christian philoso- 
phies commonly taught in our schools 
and colleges, Communism as repre- 
sented in Marxist dogma, liberal the 
ology which denies the supernatural, 
and intellectual atheism which may 
arise either alone or as result of one of 
the afore-mentiond areas of thought. 
The rise and growth of these forces is 
traced, and representative spokesmen 
are quoted. 

Then the resulting retreat of evan- 
gelical Protestantism—especially in 
America—is described, with factual 
examples cited from among the host of 
colleges and universities as well as nu- 


merous seminaries which, though once 
true to the faith, have abandoned tra- 
ditional Christianity and in many cas- 
es become hotbeds of violent anti- 
Christian teaching. Most if not all of 
this decline, the author believes, may 
be traced to the arbitrary denial of the 
existence of the supernatural by the 
leaders in modern science. It has be- 
come not only unpopular but also “un- 
scientific” to credit the supernatural, 
and hence faith in a supernatural God 
who has revealed Himself to mankind 
in a miraculous fashion is rendered 
impossible, Originating in philosoph- 
ical speculations, this “modern” orien- 
tation of thought has altered the course 
of scientific investigation and initiated 
a re-evaluation of theological state- 
ments on the part of those who have 
subscribed to it. Instead of a God who 
created man by the word of His power 
we have men fashioning gods accord- 
ing to their several tastes and inclina- 
tions. 

As an antidote it is suggested that 
the church reaffirm its belief in—and 
begin at once again to proclaim—the 
three chief points which lie at the 
heart of Paul’s sermon on Mar’s Hill: 
the creation of the world by God, the 
resurrection of Christ from the dead, 
and a righteous judgment to come. 

Before taking up these great doc- 
trines, however, Dr. Smith describes 
the civilization of Athens in order to 
provide a background for Paul’s great 
sermon. “The glory that was Greece” 
is set forth in brief: the literature, 
science, art, philosophy, etc. of the Per- 
iclean age. “With all these achieve- 
ments in the natural realm the signif- 
icant fact is that Greek religion was 
so poor by comparison . . . Derived 
from myths which made the gods 
shamefully gross and evil, it failed to 
exert any permanent influence upon 
the moral life of those who claimed to 





be its followers. Not only was such a 
religion incapable of leading its fol- 
lowers into the presence of God it was 
also unable to provide the peace and 
assurance of heart which would lead 
to an optimistic outlook on life.” 

The striking parallel between such 
pessimism, in spite of outstanding ma- 
terial and cultural advances, and the 
spiritual confusion in our own day 
with its scientific marvels and moral 
decay side by side, suggests that the 
same message which was appropriate 
then for Greece will be so now for our 
modern skeptical world. Accordingly, 
the three great doctrines mentioned 
above are recommended in order, re- 
spectively, to refute the claims of mod- 
ern science, establish the validity of 


historic Christianity, and justify the 
traditional standards of Christian 
ethics. Chapters VII, VIII, and IX are 
given to an exhaustive treatment of 
the doctrines of Creation, Resurrec- 
tion, and Judgment, supported by con- 
siderable testimony from the fields of 
both Biblical and secular scholarship. 
This material will prove most valu- 
able for the Christian student whose 
faith in constantly subjected to attack 
—often utterly unscientific attack— 
by modern educators. 

It is the reviewer's opinion that 
every Christian student should pro- 
cure a copy of this work and make good 
use of it in a sound and respectable de- 
fense of the reasonable “hope that is in 
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us. 


Not by Might 


HORTLY after I was converted, I felt bur- 
dened for one of my cronies who had 
played on the same high school football 


team as I. He was operating a row of beach 
chairs on the Atlantic City beach. One 
afternoon I went down to have a talk with 
him about the Lord. I talked him “deaf. 
dumb and blind.”” My argument was fool- 
proof I hardly gave him a chance to open 
his mouth. Zealously I pressed him for an 
immediate decision and finally he suc- 
cumbed. He evidently saw that there was 


no other way to get rid of me. I marched - 


off elated at my conquest. 

Unfortunately, however, “my” convert 
never gave the slightest evidence of having 
been born again. I had done a work in his 
ears but God had not done a work in his 
heart. 

It took me quite a while to learn that 
force evangelism is pure folly. 

I have since learned that in every phase 
of Christian work, nothing takes the place 
of the power of the Holy Spirit. Natural 
ability, thorough training, wholesome en- 
thusiasm, as good as they are, will not 
accomplish lasting results in the service of 
the Saviour unless the Holy Spirit is given 
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the right of way. 

The age-old formula still holds. .. . “Not 
by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit. 
saith the Lord of hosts” (Zech 4:6). Yet in 
these days when the Church of Jesus Christ 
is in so strategic a position, there seems to 
be an increasing tendency to resort to 
strange and dubious procedures to make up 
for lack of spiritual power. : 

Dealing with the souls of men is more 
delicate work than a surgical operation. 
Zeal without knowledge is harmful, and 
knowledge without zeal is equally so. But 
when zeal and knowledge are harnessed 
together and brought under the domination 
of the Holy Spirit, then we can expect and 
receive lasting fruit. 

However, it seems that many of us never 
knew or else have forgotten that it is the 
work of the Holy Spirit to convict and con- 
vert. A child of God takes too much upon 
himself when he attempts to take over for 
the Holy Spirit. He may be able to pro- 
duce results of one kind or another, but 
he will eventually discover, to his chagrin, 
that he has labored and brought forth 
“strange children.” 

—David Allen in SuNpDayY MaGaAzINnE 
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Ad Nauseum 
I am cut to the quick. For years I have 


been carrying on a personal advertising. 


campaign for HIS maintaining with zeal- 
ous conviction that it was tops in Christian 
journalism. Then I received the June issue. 
Dropping everything, I immediately sat 
down to read HIS through in one sitting 
as is my custom. Everything went well 
until I came across that story entitled 
Sunday on Beaucatcher. The sketch over 
the title in itself was repulsive, but 
when I had completed the story (and it 
took everything in me to do it) I was 
nauseated. Whatever possessed the editors 
to include such a juvenile, misrepresenta- 
tion of Christian experience? For me it was 
the low point in the history of your pub- 
lication. I guess I am used to a succession 
of high points in each issue and it was 
the contrast that was revolting. 

Chicago, Il. Hugh Leslie 


On Fundamentalist Thinking 


I enjoyed Carl Henry’s review of Van 
Til’s book, in the April issue of HIS, al- 
though I am sorry the primary issue dis- 
cussed is how “orthodox” Barth and 
Brunner are, whether they “conform” to 
the usual thought-system Van Til considers 
essential for sincere Christian faith. Un- 
doubtedly everything said is true, and basic 
ideas behind any thinker may color or en- 
tirely determine his treatment of particu- 
lar points. But I wonder if it would not 
help students more to read discussions of 
such significant modern thinkers, in simp- 
ler terms. Barth and Brunner, German and 
Swiss scholars, startled religious liberals of 
Europe and America in the last two decades 
largely by restating old truths of sin and 
atonement in dramatic new phrases. Brun- 
ner’s dynamic, Christ-centered lectures at 
Princeton (as visiting professor one year) 
challenged my complacent fundamental- 
ism. He rejected several vital ‘“orthtodox” 
beliefs, however. Helped by the seminary 
faculty, who disagreed with Brunner on 
these points, I thought through what I be- 
lieved and why, though I knew almost 
nothing about Kant. 


FROM READERS OF 


The shallowness of most fundamentalist 
students is due largely to our over-empha- 
sis on “conformity.” I dare say few 
I.V.F.ers dig beneath the surface of “‘orth- 
odoxy” to make truths personal convictions. 
What fresh, constructive thinking of their 
own are they doing? Can they think for 
themselves at all? If we can, and when 
we know God’s Word, we can gather truth 
from strange sources, Plato began with a 
false idealism which is ancestor to Kant’s, 
but if we know nothing of Plato we are un- 
educated. Can we state salvation for the 
understanding of a non-Christian world? 
Not until our faith and thinking is more 
than skin-deep and more than dry phil- 
osophy. 

University of Illinois | Roger B. McShane 
invitation to Cataclysm 

I too read the article “Invitation to Cata- 
clysm” (May issue). After reading T. Ben- 
son’s letter (June issue), I re-read the 
symposium on the atom bomb several times. 
As a scientist and a Christian I can not 
agree with the attitude expressed by Ben- 
son. To me, “Invitation to Cataclysm” pre- 
sents a real challenge. The facts presented 
are in agreement with the most reliable 
sources, The picture as presented is very 
dark and discouraging, but is it not consis- 
tent with the Biblical point of view? Man 
as a sinner can not be expected to do other 
than destroy himself. When many scien- 
tists, who are admittedly not Believers, are 
continually referring to “mankind’s 
plight,” “man’s dilemma,” and similar ex- 
pressions of the distressiing world situation, 
how dare we as Christians choose to brush 
aside these same facts and label them “hys- 
terical material”? 

The implication of the symposium is not 
the closing of all educational institutions, 
churches, and missionary agencies with 
long range programs, but rather an in- 
creased effort in all Christian activities. 
Bob Wieman stated “We must study as if 
we will live forever but witness as if this 
were our last day.” Perhaps what we are 
planning to do in twenty years ought to 
be done in five! 


University of Illinois K. J. Pipenberg 
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Strategy tor Central Asia 


BY FRANCEs CABLE 


ee of us know that the geogaphic 
position of Central Asia is so stra- 
tegic that what happens there may 
settle the destinies of East and West. 
I said this some years ago and some 
people smiled, but I do not think they 
smile so much now when they read 
their daily papers. 

We have heard that Professor Ra- 
quette said in Yarkand twenty years 
ago, “Here is your opportunity for 
evangelism. Will you take it?” The 
Church said: “Central Asia! Oh yes, 
there are a few people who are keen 
about missionary work there!” but 
they never responded to the appeal. 


Another man who traveled through 
those parts nearly one hundred years 
ago wrote: “The North of Turkestan 
is ripe for the gospel.” But who went? 
Nobody until, many years later, that 
dauntless pioneer missionary, George 
Hunter, found his way up there. 
Between the Central Asia with 
which I am so familiar and the Indian 
border lies the great Karakoram Pass 
of the Himalaya Range. I am thankful 
that I once had the privilege of going 
up to Kashmir, but when I talked 
with the missionaries of the North 
West Frontier my peace of mind about 
that place left me. Your peace of mind 





me 


will probably leave you too when you 
think it all over. What about Baltistan, 
Tibet, Afghanistan, and the other 
places spoken of as closed lands? No 
land is closed to God; and if we will 
look around us, we shall see that even 
if the front door be shut a back door 
may be open. Nepal, for instance, is a 
closed province; but there are cities in 
India to which thousands of Nepalese 
come every year, so God has not left 
it wholly without witness. What we 
want is a new illumination of the 
Spirit of wisdom to see where there is 
an opening and how to seize it. 

This work requires volunteers of a 
very special order. Some will be wish- 
ing that I would not say this but I 
must, for there should be no rushing 
in of young men and women who are 
untried and untrained. In these places 
there is need for men and women of a 
special order, men and women who 
are endowed with the qualities that 
will enable them to hold out to the 


end, for though it sounds very thrill- 
ing ot go to Baltistan, to Tibet, to 
Central Asia, it is not very comfort- 
able when you get there. You may 
have to travel for nineteen hours on a 
camel or in a springless cart only to 
arrive at night—exhausted beyond 


measure—to find that there is very 
little food to be had and no bed. Any- 
one not called of God will say sooner 
or later, “I am afraid the climate is 
not suiting me; I had better get out.” 
And such incidents injure both the 
man and the work. 

I feel certain that God is going to 
call out many to take up this respon- 
sibility, and if the call be from Him, 
when troubles, difficulties and hard- 
ships come, His servants will go 
through them like the good soldiers 
of Jesus Christ and each one will be 
endowed with the wisdom which 
makes him sober and well-balanced; 


so that he will live by the laws of God, 
adapting himself to native conditions, 
but not being standardized by them. 
It is not to the glory of God to go to 
unhealthy localities and not take the 
trouble to boil the water, eating any- 
thing, irrespective of suitability, and 
disregarding proper precautions a- 
gainst malaria and enteric fever. 

That is not how we are going to ac- 
complish our task. Although we must 
be men and women of an undivided 
heart and prepared to say, “If it costs 
life, it shall cost life, and I will go 
through with it,” yet we must live by 
the law of God, and not be satisfied 
with such conditions that the people 
around us say, “Their standard is no 
higher than ours.” 

I urge that you do not rest tonight 
without kneeling alone before God, 
and asking Him to show you what is 
your own personal responsibility in 
regard to the North West of India, and 
Central Asia. We cannot face having 
to bear the disgrace fifteen years hence 
of neglected provinces in North West 
India, such as is ours today in respect 
of Chinese Turkestan. It is twenty 
years since Professor Raquette said, + 
“You have the opportunity now; but 
in twenty years it will be gone,” and 
his words have proved to be true. 

But if that place is closed, other 
places are wonderfully open to us, 
open today, but who can speak for to- 
morrow? Who knows what will hap- 
pen in India the next ten years? In 
this respect there is also great personal 
responsibility in regard to finance, lest 
when God has opened the door, His 
work be held up for lack of money. 

Finally, we must make ready a 
highway for God’s messengers. This 
will be done by prayer, but not by 
vague petitions regarding Central 
Asia. We must all care so intensely 
for the fact that these lands are with- 








out the knowledge of Jesus Christ, that 
we shall not rest until something is 
done; when we care enough, it will 
be done. 


The Road 
to Afghanistan 


By Marcaret Haines 


T IS ESTIMATED that some 70,000 or 
more people annually travel down 
from Afghanistan and other parts of 
Central Asia into India and Persia. In 
the autumn many caravans are to be 
seen on the main roads leading from 
the different passes through the moun- 
tains into India and Baluchistan. 

These travelers, from several Mo- 
hammedan tribes, prefer to spend the 
winter away from their cold mountain 
villages in some part of India where 
they can find a better subsistence. The 
women and children stay in large en- 
campments, mostly in the North West 
Frontier Province, while the men 
travel further south to trade and sell 
the goods they have brought with 
them. In the spring they trek back to 
.their own country. 

In these next few years there will be 
an increasing development of trade 
throughout Afghanistan and Russian 
Turkestan in which America will 
probably have a large share. The fol- 
lowing information by a United Press 
writer was given in a newspaper some 
months ago: 

“Teachers, technicians and poten- 
tial trade stand out at present in rela- 
tions between Afghanistan and the 
United States and are certain to have 
a larger role in the post-war period, 





These two articles concerning the strategy 
and opportunity in Central Asia are re- 
printed from Missions ON THE BORDERS OF 
AFGHANISTAN, published quarterly at 156 
School Lane, Germantown, Philadelphia. 





according to Afghanistan’s first min- 
ister to this country. The veteran Af- 
ghanistan diplomat and former cab- 
inet member disclosed that despite dif- 
ficulties imposed by the war, several 
U. S. teachers and engineers recently 
have gone to Afghanistan and that he 
is busy studying opportunities for de- 
veloping trade between the two coun- 
tries. He said the war halted needed 
improvements in his country such as 
roads, dams and irrigation canals, as 
well as new building construction. He 
believes that U. S. engineering skill 
can help Afghanistan in those fields. 

“Afghanistan raises most of her own 
food, but she will need manufactured 
goods after the war, the minister said. 
These would include trucks, automo- 
biles, metals, hardware, leather goods 
and clothing. Her leading exports will 
continue to be Persian lamb skins, in 
which she tops all countries, wool, 
fruits and nuts. 

“United States influence in Afghan- 
istan has grown since diplomatic re- 
lations were established and especial- 
ly since ministers were exchanged 
during the last few years. The war 
minister used an American jeep, and 
an American training plane has been 
added to Afghanistan’s small air force. 

“Afghanistan expects to have many 
tourists as a result of improvements in 
air travel. Archaeologists, for example, 
will be invited to explore that histori- 
cally rich land.” 

No missionaries or evangelists are 
allowed to preach the gospel in Af- 
ghanistan. There will be opportuni- 
ties, however, for young men who 
have specialized in some _ business, 
trade, or profession to enter. Pray that 
these positions may not all be filled by 
unbelievers who would hinder the 
spread of the Gospel, but that Chris- 
tian young men may seize this oppor- 
tunity before it is too late. 
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Meeting in a Mailbox 


“One member who is really on fire 
for Christ will be a far greater help 
than $50,000 worth of publicity in 
publications. What Christ can do on 
our campus seems to depend on how 
well we know Him.” 

So wrote the retiring president of 
the University of Toronto Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship last sum- 
mer in a “pastoral letter” mailed to all 
members of the chapter. He then out- 
lined the duties of the president of 
the chapter for the benefit of the new 
president and the chapter members 
who would be cooperating with him 
in the fall. 

“If you could all appreciate just 
what this job entails, I am sure that 
your cooperation would be even fuller 
than it has been in the past and that 
you would make it a matter of policy, 
whenever asked to do anything by the 
president, either to reply, ‘I’ll do it,’ or 
‘T’ll see that it’s done.’ ” 

This letter from Norm Lea was the 
first of a series of nine, mimeographed 
on the campus and sent out during the 
summer months to keep the group uni- 
fied in praying for each other and to 
give encouragement during the sum- 
mer. 

One of these letters, from treasurer 


Bob Stephens, presented an $835 bud- 
get for the coming year (including 
$250.00 for the Latin America mis- 
sionary fund of the Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship). “This seems 
in all a large sum of money and so 
it is, but when we reflect that 100 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 
members, attending Varsity by street- 
car six days a week for seven months, 
painlessly support the Toronto Trac- 
tion Company to the extent of $2,250, 
we will surely find this budget well 
within our means and convenience.” 

Reports came also from the chair- 
man of the publicity committee out- 
lining plans for the autumn and stress- 
ing the importance of the personal 
living of the members; from a member 
attending Campus in the Woods who 
reported on activities there; from the 
chairman of the missionary commit- 
tee who told about plans for the an- 
nual missionary conference to be held 
on the campus that fall to stimulate 
a direct missionary interest among 
members of the group and suggested 
that any ideas about missionary meet- 
ings would be very welcome if sent to 
the address given. 

The chairman of the membership 
committee, in his letter, indicated how 
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every member needs to be on the alert 
to contact students and to follow them 
up, and also to give the names of 
friends to the membership committee, 
so that invitations to all chapter af- 
fairs can be sent. He added, ‘The im- 
portance of the first week of the fall 
term and contacts made at the grad- 
uate reception and the subsequent 
events, cannot be overemphasized.” 
He enclosed a form to be filled out and 
returned indicating which members of 
the chapter would arrive on the 
campus a day or two early to help 
with freshman registration. 

The value of such a series of letters 
is obvious in that the whole group 
comes back to the campus familiar 
with autumn plans and ready to 
plunge into them with zest for the 


honor of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The logical way to work this out 
is for the president to appoint some- 
one in the summer session group to be 
responsible for getting the letters 
mimeographed and sent out, with 
each officer seeing to it that his letter 
has been sent to this correspondence 
chairman by the date given on a prev- 
iously arranged schedule. An alterna- 
tive plan, less valuable if used alone, 
is for the officers of the chapter to keep 
in touch with each other by letter. 

Whatever the method, it is impor- 
tant that the summer vacation be used 
for productive planning and prayer 
for God’s work on the campus in the 
fall. A “conference by mail” is one 
good way. 


a ‘Testimony Time’ 


CHE was a Christian, a university girl. 
\ Hesitant and nervous, she rambled 
backwards and forwards between accounts 
of her early Sunday School days and those 
of University. Vague references were made 
to thoughts, feelings, friends and friends 
of friends, until, to the relief of the hearers, 
the chairman tactfully intervened. 

The next speaker also gave a life history 
including exaggerated impressions of the 
awful crimes and wickedness of his early 
days, and the amazing perfection of his 
present state. He then exhorted his hear- 
ers to leave the fascinations of youthful 
pranks, and to share with him the smug- 





ness of his present life and habits. 

Finally, with a sepulchral expression on 
his face and an unnaturally ecclesiastical 
voice a_ theological student told “how 
really very happy he was to testify to the 
fact that he had been justified, consecrated, 
sanctified and redeemed, and that he had 
left Egypt behind him, had crossed over 
Jordan, buried the old man, and was now 
living in Beulah Land.” 

God’s comment on such imperfect work 
is “Cursed be he that doeth the work of the 
Lord negligently.” The call is to careful 
preparation, honesty, clarity, relevancy 
and brevity in giving one’s testimony. 
—Australian I.V.F. Magazine 
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By GreorcE CuTTING 


op HAs three special blessings for 

man: knowledge of the way of 
salvation, certainty of his own salva- 
tion, and personal enjoyment of sal- 
vation. 

SareETy. To look at the first of these, 
let us go back three thousand years. 
Two men (a priest of God and a poor 
Israelite) stand in earnest conversa- 
tion; a little donkey stands trembling 
beside them. 

“This feeble little thing,” says the 
poor Israelite, “is the firstborn of my 
donkey, and though I know full well 
what the law of God says, I can ill 
afford to lose it.” 

“But,” answers the priest firmly, 
“the law of the Lord is plain and un- 
mistakable, ‘Every firstling of an ass 
thou shalt redeem with a lamb, and 
if thou wilt not redeem it, then thou 
shalt break his neck.’ Where is the 
lamb?” 

“Ah, sir, no lamb do I possess.” 

“Then go purchase one and return, 
or the donkey’s neck must surely be 
broken. The lamb must die or the 
donkey must die.” 

“Alas! then all my hopes are 
crushed,” he cries, “for I am far too 
poor to buy a lamb.” 

While this conversation proceeds, a 
third man joins them, and after hear- 
ing the talk of sorrow, he says kindly, 
“I can help you. We have at our house 
one little lamb brought up on our very 


Safety, Certainty, and Enjoyment 


hearthstone and ‘without spot or blem- 
ish.’ It has never once strayed from 
home and stands in highest favor with 
all that are in the house. This lamb 
will I fetch.” 

And away he hastens up the hill. 
Presently you see him gently leading 
the fair little creature down the slope, 
and very soon lamb and donkey are 
standing side by side. 

Then the lamb is bound to the altar, 
its blood is shed, and the fire con- 
sumes it. 

The righteous priest now turns to 
the poor man and says, “You can free- 
ly take home your little colt in safety 
—no broken neck for it now! The 
lamb has died in the donkey’s stead, 
and consequently the donkey goes 
righteously free. Thanks to your 
friend.” 

Now, can you not see in this God’s 
own picture of a sinner’s salvation? 
Righteousness demanded a “broken 
neck,” i.e., righteous judgment upon 
your guilty head; the only alternative 
was the death of a divinely approved 
substitute. 

Now, you could not find the provi- 
sion to meet your case; but in the 
Person of His beloved Son, God Him- 
self provided the Lamb. As John said 
to his disciples when his eyes fell upon 
the blessed spotless One, “Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world” (John 1:29). 





Onward to Calvary He went, “as a 
lamb led to the slaughter,” and “once 
suffered for sins, the Just for the un- 
just, that He might bring us to God” 
(I Peter 3:18). “He was delivered for 
our offences, and was raised again for 
our justification” (Romans 4:25). So 
God does not abate one jot of His 
righteous holy claims against sin, 
when He justifies (i. e., clears from all 
charge of guilt) the ungodly sinner 
who believes in Jesus (Romans 3:26). 
Blessed be God for such a Saviour, 
such a salvation! 

CERTAINTY AND ENJOYMENT. But 
perhaps you have believed and trust 
Him to die for your sins, but you don’t 
always feel certain of your salvation. 

Maybe you are fastening your an- 
chor wrongly. Did you ever hear of a 
captain trying to find anchorage by 
fastening his anchor inside his ship? 
Never. Always outside. 

It may be that you are quite clear 
that it is Christ’s death alone that gives 
safety, but you think that it is the hap- 
piness you feel that gives certainty. 
But God’s Word says, “These things 
have I written unto you that believe 
on the name of the Son of God; that ye 
may know that ye have eternal life” 
(I John 5:13). It’s by the Word—not 
by feelings— that we have certainty. 

“T do really believe on Him,” said a 
sad-looking soul to me one day, “but 
yet, when asked if I am saved, I do 
not like to say ‘Yes,’ for fear I should 
be telling a lie.” This young woman 
was a butcher’s daughter. It happened 
to be market day, and her father had 
not then returned from market. 





This article is condensed from “Safety, Cer- 
tainty and Enjoyment,” one of the most 
widely read tracts ever produced in the 
English language. Hundreds of Christians 
trace their conversion to this remarkable 
booklet. Because of its spiritual significance 
an abstract of its content is here presented. 
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So I said: “Now, suppose when your 
father comes home you ask him how 
many sheep he bought today and he 
answers, ‘Ten.’ After a while a man 
comes to the shop and says, ‘How 
many sheep did your father buy to- 
day?’ and you reply, ‘I don’t like to 
say for fear I should be telling a lie.’ ”’ 

“But,” said the mother (who was 
standing by at the time), with right- 
eous indignation, “that would be mak- 
ing her father a liar.” 

Don’t you see that this well-mean- 
ing young woman was virtually mak- 
ing Christ a liar, saying “I do believe 
on the Son of God, but I do not like to 
say I am saved lest I should be telling 
a lie,” when Christ Himself has said, 
“He that believeth on Me hath ever- 
lasting life!” (John 6:47). 

Or perhaps you are sitting at your 
quiet fireside one evening, when a 
woman comes in and tells you that the 
station-master has been killed by a 
train, 

Now it so happens that this woman 
has long borne the character of being 
very dishonest and the most daring 
liar in the neighborhood. 

Do you believe, or even try to be- 
lieve her? 

“Of course not,” you exclaim. 

Why? 

“Oh, I know her too well for that.” 

But tell me how you know that you 
don’t believe her? Is it by looking 
within at your faith or feelings? 


“No,” you reply, “I think of the 


woman that brings me the message.” 
Presently, a neighbor drops in and 
says: ‘“The station-master has been run 
over by a freight train tonight and 
killed.” This time you say, “Now, 
John, since you tell me, I believe it.” 
How do you KNOW that you so con- 
fidently believe your friend? 
“Because of who and what he is,” 
you reply. “He never has deceived me 
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and I don’t think he ever will.” 

Well, then just in the same way I 
know that I believe the gospel, viz., be- 
cause of the One who brings me the 
news. “If we receive the witness of 
men, the witness of God is greater for 
this is the witness of God that He hath 
witnessed of His Son . . . he that be- 
lieveth not God hath made Him a liar, 
because he believeth not the witness 
that God gave of His Son” (I John 5:9, 
10). 

But perhaps yours is a different 
problem. Is yours a fluctuating experi- 
ence—sometimes all joy and comfort, 
sometimes unhappiness and wretched- 
ness? 

You will find in the teaching of 
Scripture that while you are saved by 
Christ’s work and assured by God’s 
word, you are maintained in comfort 
and joy by the Holy Spirit who in- 
dwells every saved one’s body. 

Now you must bear in mind that 
every saved one has still within him 
“the flesh,” i.e., the evil nature he was 
born with as a natural man. The Holy 
Spirit in the believer resists the flesh, 
and is grieved by every activity of it, 
in motive, word or deed. When he is 
walking “worthy of the Lord,” the 
Holy Spirit will be producing in his 
soul His blessed fruits—‘love, joy, 
peace” etc. (See Gal. 5:22). When he 
is walking in a carnal, worldly way, 
the Spirit is grieved, and these fruits 
are wanting in greater or less measure. 

Let me put it thus for you who do 
believe on God’s Son:—Christ’s work 
and your salvation stand or fall to- 
gether. Your walk and your enjoy- 
ment stand or fall together. 

If Christ’s work could break down 
(and blessed be God it never, never 
will), your salvation would break 
down with it. When your walk breaks 
down (and be watchful, for it may) 


your enjoyment will break down with 
it. 

Now, do you see your mistake? You 
have been mixing up enjoyment with 
your safety—two widely different 
things. When through self-indulgence, 
loss of temper, worldliness, etc., you 
grieved the Holy Spirit and lost your 
joy, you thought your safety was un- 
dermined. But again, I repeat it,— 

Your safety hangs upon Christ’s 
work for you. 

Your assurance, upon God’s word 
to you. 

Your enjoyment, upon not grieving 
the Holy Spirit in you. 

When as a child of God you do any- 
thing to grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 
your communion with the Father and 
the Son is for the time practically sus- 
pended; and it is only when you judge 
yourself and confess your sins that the 
joy of communion is restored. 

Ever bear in mind these two things, 
that there is nothing so strong as the 
link of relationship; nothing so tender 
as the link of communion. 

If you are troubled with a cloudy 
half-hour get low before God, consider 
your ways; and when the cause that 
has robbed you of your joy has been 
detected, bring it at once to the light, 
confess your sin to God your Father, 
and judge yourself most unsparingly 
for the unwatchful, careless state of 
soul that allowed the thief to enter un- 
challenged. 

The moon is full, and shining with 
more than ordinary silvery brightness. 
A man is gazing intently down a deep, 
still well, where he sees the moon re- 
flected, and thus remarks to a friendly 
bystander: “How beautifully fair and 
round she is tonight! How quietly and 
majestically she rides along!” He has 
just finished speaking when suddenly 
his friend drops a small pebble into the 
well, and now he exclaims: “Why, the 








moon is all broken to shivers and the 
fragments are shaking together in the 
greatest disorder.” 

“What gross absurdity!” is the as- 
tonished rejoinder of his companion. 
“Look up, man! The moon hasn't 
changed one jot or title; it is the con- 
dition of the well that reflects her that 
has changed.” 

Now, apply the simple illustration. 

Your heart is the well. When there 
is no allowance of evil, the blessed 
Spirit of God takes of the glories and 
preciousness of Christ, and reveals 
them to you for your comfort and joy; 
but the moment a wrong motive is 
cherished in the heart, or an idle word 
escapes the lips unjudged, the Holy 
Spirit begins to disturb the well, your 
happy experiences are smashed to 
pieces, and you are all restless and dis- 
turbed within, until, in brokenness of 
spirit before God, you confess your sin 
(the disturbing thing), and thus get 
restored once more to the calm, sweet 
joy of communion. 

But when your heart is thus all un- 


rest, need I ask, “Has Christ’s work 
changed?” No. Then your salvation 
has not altered. 

Has God’s word changed? Surely 
not. 

Then the certainty of your salvation 
has received no shock. 

Then, what has changed? Why, the 
action of the Holy Spirit in you has 
changed, and instead of taking of the 
glories of Christ and filling your heart 
with the sense of His worthiness, He is 
grieved at having to turn aside from 
this delightful office to fill you with 
the sense of your sin and unworthi- 
ness, 

He takes from you your present 
comfort and joy, until you judge and 
resist the evil thing that He judges 
and resists. When this is done, com- 
munion with God has again been re- 
stored. 

The Lord make us to be increas- 
ingly jealous over ourselves lest we 
“grieve the Holy Spirit of God; where- 
by we are sealed unto the day of re- 
demption” (Eph. 4:30). 


Sacrifice 


Sacririce is a handbook on practical Christianity. Chapters deal with: 


Money (how much should a Christian spend on vacation and 


chocolate sodas?) 


Love (the danger of a pretty face and a charming personality— 
but don’t accept everything the author says in this chapter ) 


Discipline (do you do a full eight hours work each day, and get 


enough sleep? and Quiet Time?) 


Experience (the author tells what happened during his third year 
at University that changed his Christian life) 


Power (how to prepare to receive it) 


One thousand copies have just come in from the British Inter- 
Varsity press. Back orders are now being filled and new orders will 
be accepted until the limited supply is exhausted. Price 35c. 


Order from HIS, 64. E. Lake St., Chicago 1, Ill. 
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Ger and? a Chinese Campus 


A Divine visitation recently came to the 
Christian Student Fellowship group at 
Engineers College, Kulupa, China. Stony 
hearts melted; the cynical were convinced; 
scoffers silenced. China Inland Mission’s 
Paul Contento said, “The whole movement 
was so evidently the work of Christ that 
no one dared to touch it lest human hands 
might spoil it.” Here is his report, sent 
jointly to CH1na’s Mi.xions and His. 


By Pau A. ConTENTO 


YOUNG man entered the library. 
It was James Wang. James was 
the cold, reserved type, tall, good look- 
ing and well built. He had been a cal- 
culated trouble maker, and professors 
feared him. As a child he attended a 
Christian school, so pretended that he 
was a Christian, but his motive was 
evil. It was dangerous to offend him 
. . . Now he stood before the librarian 
fumbling a book in his hands. He hes- 
itated a bit, then looked straight into 
the man’s face, and blurted out, 
“Months ago I stole this book from the 
library and I have come to return it 
and tell you how sorry I am; I want 
you to punish me. 
“You see, it’s like this. I am a Chris- 
tian; formerly I thought I was but now 
I have truly repented and accepted 
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Christ as my Saviour. Christ forgives 
our sins, but we have got to dig out the 
one we are hiding in our hearts.” 

The Chinese pride themselves on 
their ability to hide their feelings, but 
the mask was off the _ librarian’s 
face. This was something new. This 
was touching home base. He ac- 
cepted the book and stood with a far- 
away look in his eyes. When the si- 
lence became uncomfortable, Wang 
urged, “I deserve to be punished, Sir.”’ 

“Thanks, thanks, you’re not the first 
one, well done, well done,” and with a 
slight sigh the librarian turned away 
absent-mindedly to give his attention 
to some books piled up on the floor. 
James’ heart was filled with the joy 
of repentance. 

. . . The professor was working at 
his desk. After a gentle knock, a short, 
stocky, round-faced student walked in 
quietly and stood silent, ignoring the 
professor’s motioned invitation to be 
seated, Chinese etiquette requires a 
student to be formal, respectful, dis- 
tant, in the presence of his teacher. 

Then, simply and sincerely, Peter 
Kao began, “I have come to tell you 
that I cheated on my last examination, 
and in most of the others too. Before, 
I thought it was clever to cheat and 
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only wrong when you got caught at 
it; but now I have become a true 
Christian. The Spirit of God has come 
into my heart, and I know that cheat- 
ing is a great sin and that I cannot 
deceive God. I have not come to ask 
for mercy because I deserve punish- 
ment. I want you to flunk me and 
make me repeat the subject next year.” 

For a moment the professor had an 
incredulous look on his face. He had 
taken his degree in an American uni- 
versity, but his roots were in the past, 
in old China; and to old China “face” 
is everything. A direct, outright apol- 
ogy, a confession, is unChinese, un- 
eastern, He studied the boy’s serious 
but radiant face. He saw no hysteria, 
but perfect self-control and confidence. 

The professor clasped his hands on 
his desk. ‘Kao, I think I know what 
you are talking about. When I was in 
America, I heard how religion affects 
one, though I never saw any of it my- 
self. | am very happy that you had the 
courage to come to see me. No, I will 
not flunk you, for if you have character 
enough to make a confession you are 
a worthy example to others.” 

Peter shook his head. “Unless you 
punish me my example will be worth 
nothing. I insist on receiving the prop- 
er punishment for breaking the law 
of the school; only then will students 
respect my repentance.” 

The professor moved his head up 
and down and from side to side, with 
a sort of circular motion. “It’s all 
right, my boy. It’s all right; you must 
continue on the right path; don’t stray 
from it.” But there was a hollow ring 
in his voice that betrayed that for an 
instant he was hearing his own accus- 
ing conscience. Light had penetrated 
his outer defense, and he was ill at 
ease. “Come again, anytime, . . . yes, 
anytime,” he added under his breath 


—and gave a slight bow as Peter 
backed out. 

. . . It had been raining hard and 
the roads had turned into a sea of slip- 
pery mud. It was a typical raw South 
Shensi November day. The damp cold 
seemed to penetrate to the bone. It was 
Saturday about 2:00 P. M. Five young 
men walked in the main gate of the 
Chengku mission station. One I rec- 
ognized as the leader of the Christian 
Student Fellowship at Kulupa. They 
had come for baptism. 

They scoffed at my fears of pneu- 
monia but finally agreed to use an old 
rubber life boat which had been left 
us by the American air forces and hold 
the baptism in the church instead of 
the river. 

The church was filled; a large per- 
centage of the students present were 
non-Christians. After two hymns, a 
prayer, and a brief address on the 
meaning of baptism, the boys gave 
their testimonies. 

James Wang in a few short sen- 
tences told how he was brought up in 
a non-Christian home but had at- 
tended a church primary school. He 
had called himself a Christian but 
knew nothing about Christianity. He 
said, “I knew in my heart that I was 
not a Christian and everyone of my 
classmates knew I was a bad egg. Oh 
no, I was not deceiving anyone. When 
I came to college, I gave out that I was 
a Christian and joined the Christian 
Students Fellowship but I was a dis- 
grace. Hallejuh, now all is changed. 
God has done it. He has broken the fet- 
ters of sin and self. Now I am really 
free. I have joy which words cannot 
express and which nothing but sin 
can take away.” He urged his hearers 
to put their trust in Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Saviour. 

Mr. Chang spoke next. He is a really 
fine specimen of humanity. Nearly six 








feet tall, he wore a dark blue uniform 
which made him look like a naval 
commander. He said that a year ago 
he went to hear an address given by 
a foreign missionary in the college. He 
thought the address would be in Eng- 
lish, and he went hoping to improve 
his knowledge of English. Alas, the 
foreigner spoke in Chinese! 

“T cannot remember a thing he 
said,” Chang told the audience, “but 
the subject of his address never left 
me. It was ‘How to Obtain New Life.’ ” 
Mr. Chang said the more he thought 
about his own life the more dissatis- 
fied he became. Constantly the 
thought came to him that new life 
would be a good thing, and he won- 
dered how one went about getting it. 

One day he dropped into the YMCA 
and borrowed some books on the life 
of Jesus. Alas, these books said that 
Jesus was only a great man, a great 
example, a great teacher. “I tried to 
follow Jesus and pattern my life after 
His, but I failed utterly. Then too, I 
felt that there was something wrong 
with this view of Jesus Christ. Al- 
though the New Testament was still 
a closed book to me, I could see that 
the Jesus of these books and the Jesus 
of the New Testament were not the 
same person. 

“For six months I struggled on, and 
then one day the whole problem was 
settled. The Spirit of God gripped my 
heart. The life of heaven flowed into 
my soul, and I knew I was born again. 
The joy that came with this expe- 
rience was truly unspeakable. And 
there was joy in heaven, too, for I was 
now in possession of some of that 
heavenly joy. Eternal life became a 
reality. Praise His name!” 

Mr. Chiao spoke next. He told how 
he was deeply interested in philos- 
ophy and had read many works. His 
heart was hungry. He came to the 
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conclusion that man is the master of 
his own destiny and that in the uni- 
verse there is no higher power than 
man. He went to study in Japan, but 
he hurried back after Pearl Harbor. 

After coming to the Engineering 
College he became very much de- 
pressed and attended some meetings 
of the Christian Fellowship because he 
heard the singing; without warning 
he suddenly came under conviction of 
sin. He surrendered to Christ, and the 
peace of God filled his soul. He said 
he was absolutely amazed at the way 
his gloom and depression vanished. 
His problems, real and imagined, 
were solved. Mr. Chiao looked very 
professorial as he stood before the aud- 
ience but his testimony was quiet, sin- 
cere, and humble; it made a very deep 
impression on his audience. 

It was just as well that Brother 
Wang was the last speaker. He started 
right off, “Fellow students, I was on 
the point of committing suicide when 
I met Jesus Christ. Life had lost mean- 
ing for me. . . . I was beginning to 
feel that it was not worth the strug- 
gle.” Cut off from his family for many 
years because of the war, depressed 
because of the national situation and 
finding no vital reason to go on living, 
he had decide to give up. 

Then something happened. 

He started a casual conversation 
with a student, about nothing in par- 
ticular. Fortunately this student was a 
very earnest Christian and invited 
him to come to Fellowship Meeting. 
Wang came. He was amazed by what 
he saw. Here were 40 students singing 
hymns of praise to a God of love and 
searching the Scriptures for a know- 
ledge of His will. The whole atmo- 
sphere was a very different one from 
that of any other meeting he had ever 
attended. These people were serious, 
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they were earnest, they were enjoying 
life. At the close of a meeting, in a 
quiet conversation with the leader of 
the Fellowship, he gave his heart to 
Christ. Wang is quite a witty fellow 
and the audience laughed. But each 
point went home. That Wang had 
become happy was very evident, and 
he seemed to be able to impart his joy 
to his audience. 

The baptism service was most sol- 
emn. 

Each candidate, in reply to the 
question, “Do you believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ with all your heart?” re- 
plied “I do” in tones that made the 
rafters ring. The chorus “Happy day, 
happy day, when Jesus washed my sins 
away,” was sung as each went down 
into the water. The service closed with 
a prayer of dedication. Eternity alone 
will reveal the fruits of that service. 


HE SECRET behind the revival at 

Kalupa is very simple and a lesson 
to all those who desire genuine spir- 
itual revival. 

Two students were burdened with 
the low spiritual standard around 
them but were chiefly dissatisfied with 
the poverty of their own spiritual ex- 
perience. They decided to meet for 
prayer every morning quite a while 
before the usual rising time because 
they did not want to attract notice or 
interfere with their daily routine. 
Soon it was found out and, quietly and 
uninvited, others joined the ranks. 

Within two weeks there were about 
thirty Christians meeting. God re- 
sponded to their faith and some 
remarkable testimonies were recited 
at the meetings. 

One student had been prayed for by 
name and the next day showed up at 
the prayer meeting with this story. She 
had heard that there were students 
meeting for prayer but determined 


that she would not go. She was not 
going to get up at that unearthly hour 
for anybody. Besides she always slept 
even through the rising bells. Sud- 
denly this morning she woke up at 
four. When she saw what time it was 
by the little clock on her desk, she 
uttered a disgusting grunt and settled 
down for more sleep. But she could not 
sleep. She tried everything to make 
herself sleepy, but her mind became 
wide awake. Suddenly she remem- 
bered that shortly those who were 
foolish enough to get up for prayer 
meeting would be dressing and going 
out. Impelled, she got up. She arrived 
at the hill top where she knew they 
met, but no one had arrived. She sat 
down. Soon one by one they came. 
There was no talking. When about 25 
had arrived, one student produced a 
hymn sheet and with candle light 
they sang a chorus, “Let the beauty 
of Jesus be seen in me.” They started 
to pray. She realized they were pray- 
ing in turn. The prayers were differ- 
ent from anything she had ever heard. 
For one thing they were personal: not 
‘forgive us” but “forgive me, O Lord.” 
There was simplicity and intensity 
that gripped her soul. Suddenly she 
was happy; she realized that God had 
awakened her and brought her here. 
Her own prayer was mingled confes- 
sion and praise. 

At the end of the meeting she gave 
a few words of testimony of how she 
had been awakened by God, and the 
joy that was now hers for having 
obeyed His leading. Then someone got 
up and told how she had been prayed 
for by name in the previous meeting. 
The whole group burst into a song of 
praise. 

At a later meeting, someone gave a 
testimony of how God had convicted 
him of stealing. He brought back the 
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stolen article with apology and con- 
fession. Others were convicted of tak- 
ing other things, and thus began what 
they called, “Clean-Out-the-Leaven 
Movement.” The school authorities 
are quite perplexed. Some don’t know 
what to make of it, but there is no 
doubt that the President is secretly 
glad that this is happening in his 
school. He has been to America twice 
and is well acquainted with the mean- 
ing of revival. There has been a great 
cleansing of the atmosphere. Some of 
the curious non-Christian students 
came along to the prayer meeting to 
observe and got converted. The pure 
sincerity and brotherly love displayed 
in the Christian Fellowship is most 
moving. To hear them talking to one 
another brings a catch in your throat. 

They have a prayer-request meeting 
on Wednesday and a Bible study class 
on Saturday evening. This class is a 
wonder. To meet with 50 or 60 in a 
room that was meant to hold about 30, 
all with their Bibles open and hunger- 
ing after righteousness, is an expe- 
rience. 

After the Bible study, the meeting 
breaks up into small groups, inform- 
ally, to talk over problems or ex- 
change spiritual experiences. If the 
missionary is present he will be asked 
questions which are very hard to 
answer and which most commentaries 


have skillfully avoided. “What is ‘sin 
unto death,’ in First John for which 
we are told not to pray?” “Does 
Hebrews mean that the soul of the be- 
liever may fall away?” etc. Or, “How 
may I know the will of the Lord in 
the choice of my vocation?” etc. 

The influence of this revival has 
already spread to other groups in 
other colleges. Revival spirit is in the 
air. In all the universities of China stu- 
dents are geting converted; transfor- 
mations are being wrought. In recent 
meetings in Central University, 400 
accepted Christ of whom at least 100 
were really converted. Over 30 dedi- 
cated themselves for Christian service. 
Rev. Andrew Gih, Calvin Chao, and 
other outstanding Chinese preachers, 
teachers, and evangelists are working 
in the recently organized Inter-Var- 
sity Christian Fellowship. 

What is the meaning of it all? It 
means that God is preparing His in- 
struments for the evangelization of 
China. These students are going into 
seminaries and will graduate to be- 
come evangels to their own people. 
The intellectuals of China are turning 
to Christ. Christ is marching on. 

But let me remind you that the 
Roaring Lion is not asleep. Only by 
effectual fervent prayer will the fires 
be kept lighted. Who is to keep the 
Vigil? You? 


Profs Wanted 


WANTED—by a midwestern Christian College: professors for physics, 
English, and other subjects. Qualifications: Ph.D. degree, alertness to 
current thinking, ability in classroom teaching, interest in students’ 
problems, interest in research, strong spiritual life. Address HIS, 
Dept. A., 64 East Lake Street, Chicago 1, Illinois. 
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This (Morning Weel Ger 


Summer is here. Perhaps you have a new schedule of courses, a summer job, or a vacation 
coming up this month. Remember that a change in daily routine requires careful checking 
to see that adequate time with God is included in your new schedule. 

Some, who have been looking forward to summer to begin giving God a more adequate 
part of their day, may find that even now it is not easy to find time. But time must be 
found, and these daily questions will help you use the time to best advantage. 


MONDAY, JULY 1 

Psatm 66:1-20 (1) How does God intend 
His name to be honored? (vv. 1, 2, 8, 17) 
(2) What accounts for the different view- 
points of God’s mighty acts? (vv. 5, 6) 
(3) When God’s children go through fire 
and water, what is their testimony con- 
cerning Him? Do trials make me bitter? 
(vv. 10-17) (4) Why does prayer some- 
times remain unanswered? Cp. Isa. 59:2. 
TUESDAY, JULY 2 

PsaLm 67:1-7 (1) What is the certain and 
glorious prospect set before us in this 
psalm? (Cp. Isa. 2:2-4.) And how is nature 
itself to share in the blessings of that 
time? (Ezek. 34:27 and Rom. 8:21) 
(2) How has God chosen to make known 
His way to men? (3) With v. 1 compare 
the benediction in Numbers 6:24-26. When 
God’s face shines upon me, what will be 
the amazing consequence? For myself? (II 
Cor. 3:18) And for others? (v. 2) 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 3 

Psatm 68:1-18 (1) Study the character of 
God as revealed in these verses, noting the 
special emphasis on His mercies and His 
mighty works. What is the relation of v. 35 
to these thoughts? (2) With v. 17 compare 
II Kings 6:15-17. What is my reaction to 
this knowledge as I take part in the war- 
fare against the invisible powers of wicked- 
ness? (Eph. 6:12) (3) Christ received gifts 
(v. 18) to give to men. What were these 
gifts? (Eph. 4:8) What gift do I enjoy 
because of His ascension? Observe God’s 
purpose in this. (v. 18) 

THURSDAY, JULY 4 

Psatm 68:19-35 (1) How often do I thank 
God for His benefits? Read Lamentations 
3:22, 23. For what am [| thanking Him 
today? (with v. 19 cp. Rom. 8:32) (2) Who 
are God’s enemies? (with v. 21 cp. James 
4:4.) On whose side am I? (3) This passage 


speaks of what God does for Israel and of 
the result upon other peoples. What is the 
secret of this influence? (v. 29) What is 
the spiritual lesson here? Cp. Ezek. 36:23. 
FRIDAY, JULY 5 

PsaLM 72:1-20 (1) Although David was 
praying for Solomon when he spoke of the 
glory of the kingdom, in whose reign alone 
will this psalm be perfectly fulfilled? 
Cp. Luke 1:32, 33 and I Cor. 15:24-26. 
(2) What is the foundation principle of 
that kingdom? (vv. 1-3) Cp. Heb. 7:2 
where this principle is declared to take 
precedence over peace. Can there ever be 
true peace apart from it? (3) In what 
sense were David’s prayers ended? With 
v. 20 cp. II Sam. 23:5. How eagerly do I 
long for Christ’s perfect rule? (Titus 2:13) 
SATURDAY, JULY 6 

PsaLM 73:1-15 (1) Where was the psalm- 
ist directing his eyes when his feet almost 
slipped? What was the similar experience 
of a disciple? (Matt. 14:30) What alone 
must be the object of my gaze, if I would 
walk without stumbling? (Heb. 12:2) 
(2) What was the temptation to which 
Asaph almost yielded? (3) What were the 
implications of such an attitude? (vv. 13, 
15) What other child of God faced the 
same problem? (Job 21:15) What is the 
modern version? And what is the armour 
needed to meet it? (Eph. 6:16) 

SUNDAY, JULY 7 

PsaLm 73:16-28 (1) What act accounted 
for the psalmist’s transformed viewpoint? 
Cp. Rom. 12:2 (2) What is the great con- 
trast between the latter end of unbelievers 
and that of those who love the Lord? 
(3) Study vv. 23-26 as a picture of a life 
of fellowship with God. How far is this 
true of me? How is such a life the solution 
to the problem raised in this psalm, as well 
as to all of life’s problems? (4.) Learn v. 26. 





INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPEL OF JOHN: 
This gospel, written by one who had inti- 
mate and personal knowledge of Jesus 
Christ, sets forth the fact of His deity. In 
studying observe how the particular 
“signs” which John has selected all con- 
tribute to this end. His purpose is clearly 
stated in 20:31, “But these are written, 
that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing 
ye might have life through His name.” 
MONDAY, JULY 8 

JoHN 1:1-14, (1) What is the appropriate- 
ness of the term “Word”? How does a man 
express himself to another? What means 
has God chosen to express Himself to men? 
Cp. Heb. 1:2 (2) Is God the Father of all 
men? Is He my Father? What is the only 
basis for such a relationship? (3) “Dwelt” 
in v. 14 is literally, “tabernacled” or 
“pitched his tent” among us. What was the 
tent that veiled the deity of the Lord 
Jesus Christ? Whenever the godhead comes 
to dwell amongst men, what is the unfail- 
ing accompaniment? Cp. Ex. 40:35 with 
John 1:14. How does God dwell among 
men in this age and what is His con- 
comitant purpose? (Eph. 2:22 and 3:21) 
TUESDAY, JULY 9 

JoHN 1:15-28 (1) What is the most strik- 
ing note of John’s witness? Cp. 3:30. Is 
such an attitude natural? How can it be 
developed? (2) In v. 16 the thought is 
“grace” taking the place of “grace’”—an 
ever fresh supply from God’s inexhaustible 
reservoir—like the manna received fresh 
each morning. (3) How does v. 18 answer 
the question, “Canst thou by searching find 
out God?” What is here shown to be the 
necessity for man to know God? (Link the 
words “declared” and “the Word.”) 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 10 

JoHN 1:29-42 (1) What knowledge had 
John concerning the person of Jesus and 
how did he acquire it? (2) Am I always 


eager to point others to the Lord for direct, 


dependence upon Him rather than a de- 
pendence upon Him through me? What did 
this involve for John? (3) What is the 
Lord’s method of dealing with seekers? 
What impression did He make upon these 
first seekers and what was the immediate 
effect? 
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THURSDAY, JULY 11 

JoHN 1:43-51 (1) Instead of arguing, what 
method did Philip use with his uncon- 
vinced friend? (2) When Christ’s eyes 
penetrate the meditations of my heart, 
what does He behold? (v. 4.7) It would op- 
pear Nathanael had been meditating on 
Jacob’s dream of the ladder set up to 
heaven. (See Gen. 28:12) Then Jesus re- 
veals Himself as the true ladder between 
heaven and earth. In what sense is heaven 
now open? Cp. Matt. 3:16 and Acts 7:56. 
(3) Think through the combined conclu- 
sions of the men in this chapter concerning 
Jesus of Nazareth. (vv. 15, 29, 34, 41, 45, 
49) He was all this and more. (v. 51) 
What is the significance of the title He 
chose for Himself in the light of His claim 
to be the bond between heaven and earth? 
Cp. v. 14. 

FRIDAY, JULY 12 

JoHN 2:1-12 (1) What led Mary to turn 
to Jesus in a time of social embarrassment? 
Is this my practice? (2) The term “wom- 
an” does not imply a rough manner of 
speaking. Cp. 19:26 and 20:15. (3) Wine 


is a symbol of joy and gladness. Through 
whose cooperation was the wine distrib- 


uted? Am I obeying Jesus Christ in every 
detail (v. 5) and so bearing His life-giving 
joy to others? (4) Consider the result of 
this miracle. Have I learned that seemingly 
unimportant difficulties can become the oc- 
casion for a display of Christ’s glory? 
SATURDAY, JULY 13 

JoHN 2:13-25 (1) After reading Leviticus, 
it will be readily known for what purpose 
the sheep, oxen and doves were sold. It 
was the case of a legitimate thing in the 
wrong place. What claim did Jesus make 
in v. 16 and what motive impelled His 
action? Meditate on Ps. 69:9. (2) What 
was the one great sign which Jesus con- 
tinually proclaimed to unbelieving Jews? 
With vv. 19, 21 cp. Matt. 12:39, 40. (3) 
At that time Jesus was giving many signs. 
(“Miracle” in v. 23 is really “sign” as in 
v. 18.) What was their effect? Why did the 
Jewish leaders not accept these signs? 
SUNDAY, JULY 14 

Joun 3:1-13 (1) What led the ruler Nico- 
demus to seek out the young carpenter from 
Galilee? (2) How would you explain the 























































meaning of “being born again” to a think- 
ing friend? Consider the points in the Lord’s 
explanation; i, water suggesting the need 
of cleansing, ii. reproduction of kind, sug- 
gesting the reasonableness of new birth, 
and iii. forces of nature that cannot be de- 
nied simply because their laws are not 
known, suggesting the reality of incompre- 
hensible facts (vv. 5, 6, 8). (3) What evi- 
dence would you have to offer in support 
of your words? Possibly Christ referred to 
His disciples (v. 11) who already believed 
on Him. What is the only source of author- 
ity concerning spiritual truths, and why 
is this so? (v. 13) (4) Memorize John 3: 
36. 

MONDAY, JULY 15 

JoHN 3:14-24. (1) For the allusion in v. 
14. read Num, 21:4-9. Why was the ser- 
pent put up on a pole? In what sense can 
Christ be likened to a serpent—type of the 
sting of sin? Read 2 Cor. 5:21. (2) What 
is the proof of God’s love to men? (3) Is 
God’s promise of everlasting life something 
for the future only? See v. 36 and 1 John 
5:11. 


TUESDAY, JULY 16 

JoHN 3:25-36 (1) What spirit activated 
the words of John’s disciples? (v. 26) What 
spirit inspired his reply? Have the “musts” 
of v. 30 been translated into my daily ex- 
perience? (2) V. 33 means that “the one 
who accepts the witness of Jesus attests that 
Jesus speaks the message of God.” What 
instances can I recall in which God has 
allowed me to prove that His words are 
true? (3) Ponder the awful phrase “the 
wrath of God.” Cp. Rev. 6:16, 17. What is 
the supreme cause of such wrath? What 
effect should this knowledge produce in 
me? 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 17 

Joun 4:1-14. (1) Did the Lord have a su- 
pernatural body when He was here on 
earth that rendered Him independent of 
thirst and weariness? With vv. 6-8 read 
Heb. 2:14, 16 and 4:15. Am I watchiul to 
buy up spiritual opportunities even when 
tired and hungry—-‘‘in season and out.” 
(2 Tim. 4:2) (2) Observe how the Lord 
arouses the woman’s curiosity (vv. 10, 11), 
and study carefully His procedure in per- 























AFTER THE QUESTIONS 
ARE ANSWERED 


After you have finished answering each 
day’s specific questions, review by answer- 
ing these important queries: 

1. Is there any example for me to seek to 
follow by God’s help? 

2. Is there a command to be obeyed? 

3. Is there a sin for me to avoid or to 
forsake? 

4. Is there a promise for me to claim; if 
so, what are its conditions? 

5. What does this passage teach me (by 
illustration or statement) about Jesus 
Christ, God, myself, His will for my life? 

6. Is there something in this passage 
which should be my prayer for today? 

These daily readings follow the Scripture 
Union assignments, A card giving the read- 
ings for the year can be obtained for 10c 
from HIS. 


sonal soul-winning. For example, He illus- 
trates spiritual truth in terms immediately 
appropriate. (3) “Well” in v. 14 should 
be translated “spring.” Why need the 
Christian never go “dry” spiritually? Com- 
pare the promise in Isa. 58:11. 


THURSDAY, JULY 18 

JOHN 4:15-30 (1) Why did Jesus mention 
the woman’s husband? What supernatural 
power of Christ’s is here revealed? Cp. 2: 
25 and Heb. 4:13. (2) What did the Lord 
show to be the real necessity of worship 
(v. 24.) in contrast to that suggested by the 
woman? (v. 20) (3) What kind of a tes- 
timony attracts men to Christ? (vv. 29, 30) 


FRIDAY, JULY 19 

JoHN 4:31-42 (1) What was the goal of 
our Lord’s life and of how much impor- 
tance did He consider it? Cp. Matt. 26:42 
and Heb. 12:2. What goal have I? (2) 
Link v. 30 with Christ’s command to His 
disciples in v. 35, “Lift up your eyes and 
look on the fields.” To what harvest was 
Christ referring? See v. 41. (3) Fine as it 
is to lead a friend to trust in Christ because 
of one’s own testimony (v. 39), what is the 
further stage to which God would have that 
friend go? (v. 42) 


SATURDAY, JULY 20 


JoHN 4:43-54 (1) Consider the reasons 
governing the Lord’s movements. Why did 


28 




















He leave Judaea (v. 3) where He had be- 
come popular and go to Galilee (v. 43) 
where He knew He would have no real 
honor? Cp. Matt. 13:57. What are the inner 
motives influencing the choice of my sphere 
of service? (2) Why does Jesus Christ 
look for men who will believe Him apart 
from signs and wonders? Think over 14:11 
and 20:29. Was the nobleman’s faith of this 
kind? (v. 50) (3) This is the first exam- 
ple of a whole family believing in Jesus. 
(v. 53) What circumstances had God al- 
lowed to bring this about? 


SUNDAY, JULY 21 

Joun 5:1-18 (1) Part of v. 3 “waiting for 
the moving of the water” and v. 4 are not 
found in the oldest and best manuscripts. 
“The Jews explained the healing virtues of 
the intermittent spring by the ministry of 
angels.” (Robinson) (2) Did the Lord Je- 
sus perform miracles of healing only when 
men came beseeching Him? Ponder the 
divine principle of grace in “Before they 
call, I will answer.” (Isa. 65:24.) (3) What 
do the words of Jesus (v. 14.) imply was 
the cause of the man’s sickness? Is all sick- 
ness due to this? Cp. 9:3 but remember too 
God’s law in Gal. 6:7. (4) Memorize 
John 5:24. 

MONDAY, JULY 22 

JoHN 5:19-24 (1) How did Jesus develop 
His claim to equality with God? Notice the 
parallels in vv. 19, 21, 23, 26. How would 
you answer those who say Jesus is to be 
admired as a Teacher but not to be wor- 
shipped? (2) Verse 24 like John 3:16 re- 
fers not to physical life and death but to 
spiritual. What then is the meaning of 
v. 25. Cp. Eph. 2:1, 5. (3) Observe the 
emphasis in v. 28, “all that are in the 
graves.” Am I already obedient to the voice 
of God’s Son or shall I heed it first from 
the grave? Cp. John 10:27, 28. 

TUESDAY, JULY 23 

JoHN 5:30-47 (1) Inv. 31 Jesus refers to 
the law which does not accept the testi- 
mony of a witness in his own case. (Deut. 
19:15) What other five witnesses to Him- 
self does Christ then present? (vv. 33, 36, 
37, 39, 46) And why did the Saviour speak 
thus? (v. 34) (2) What does it mean to 
have God’s Word abiding in us? (v. 38) 
(3) What does Christ point out as a funda- 
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mental cause for unbelief? (v. 44.) Whose 
estimate of Moses will I accept, the Lord’s 
or man’s? Is His question of v. 47 applicable 
today? 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 24 

Joun 6:1-14 (1) Jesus claimed that His 
works gave witness to Him. What accord- 
ing to this passage was the effect of such 
witness? (2) Contrast the phrases in vv. 
7 and 11, “a little” and “as much as they 
would.” What spiritual lesson can be 
learned from this? Cp. Ps. 23:5 and 2 Cor. 
9:8. (3) How does v. 14 reveal the effect of 
Moses’ witness? (Cp. 5:46) See Deut. 18: 
15 for the promise of the “prophet” and 
notice the Jews’ expectations in John 1:21 
and Peter’s explanation in Acts 3:22. 
THURSDAY, JULY 25 

JoHNn 6:15-27. (1) Why would Jesus not 
let men make Him king? Refer to 5:41 and 
meditate on Phil. 2:9 and Rev. 19:16. (2) 
When storms arise in my life, do I hear 
only the wind? What else did the disciples 
hear and what was the transformation of 
their attitude? (3) Am I more concerned 
about hungry stomachs than about hungry 
souls? (v. 27) To what did the Lord refer 
by “that meat which the Son of man shall 
give unto you”? The answer will be found 
in the rest of this chapter. 


FRIDAY, JULY 26 

Joun 6:28-40 (1) The Jews’ question 
takes up Christ’s word “labour” or “work” 
in v. 27. What is the Lord’s reply to them 
and to all who seek to please God through 
observance of rules and ceremonies? (2) 
The manna God gave from heaven was a 
type of the genuine bread God is now giv- 
ing (notice present tense, v. 32). The man- 
na gave nourishment. What more does this 
bread give? (3) What assurance and what 
reason to strengthen the assurance does 
Christ give to all who come to Him in 
faith? 

SATURDAY, JULY 27 

Joun 6:41-59 (1) Who takes the initia- 
tive in salvation, God or man? Observe that 
v. 44. is the counterpart of v. 37. (2) What 
does the Lord reiterate and emphasize con- 
cerning the “bread which cometh down 
from heaven’? How is it superior to the 
manna? (3) What does Christ mean by 
the words of v. 53? Do you think He is re- 





ferring to the celebration of the Lord’s Sup- 
per? Observe the present continuous tenses 
throughout this passage. What is the mysti- 
cal secret of the sustenance of spiritual life? 
What was the only way such sustenance 
could be provided? (v. 51) 


SUNDAY, JULY 28 

Joun 6:60-71 (1) Christ Himself explains 
how His words about eating His flesh and 
drinking His blood are to be taken. (v. 63) 
How were the disciples of v. 60 apparently 
trying to interpret this “hard saying”? (2) 
Consider how simply the great truths of 
Christ’s omniscience, His preexistence and 
His foreknowledge are here revealed. (3) 
What was the real line of cleavage between 
Jesus and the disciples who went back? 
Study vv. 26, 34, 52. What is the conviction 
of all true disciples concerning their Lord 
and His words? (4) Memorize John 6:57. 


MONDAY, JULY 29 

JoHNn 7:1-13 (1) What attitude of heart 
on the part of Christ’s brothers prompted 
their proposal? (vv. 3, 4.) Have you a simi- 
lar problem with your relatives? (2) How 
do you account for Christ’s unwillingness 
to accompany His brethren to the feast of 
tabernacles? (vv. 8-10) Is any fickleness 
in Christ’s purpose evident? Observe the 
manner of His journey (v. 10) in contrast 
to the proposed manner (v. 3). 


TUESDAY, JULY 30 

JoHN 7:14-24, (1) On earth Christ gave up 
the right to independent thought and ac- 
tion, (vv. 16, 18) Do I dependently think 
God’s thoughts after Him as they are re- 
vealed in Scripture? (2) Apply v. 18 to 
your own life of witness to Christ. (3) 
Study vv. 19-24 according to the spiritual 
principle of the last phrase of 2 Cor. 3:6. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 31 

JoHn 7:25-36 (1) Think through the im- 
plications of the sarcastic unbelief of vv. 
25-27. The question of v. 26 is better trans- 
lated, “Do the rulers really hold that this 
man is the Christ?” (2) What is the hour 
referred to in v. 30? Cp. Matt. 26:18. Ob- 
serve throughout Christ’s life His con- 
scious cooperation with the divine timing; 
e. g., 2:43 7:6; as well as man’s unconscious 
compliance, Have I the assurance that my 
times are in His hand? (Ps, 31:15) 


CONTINUED FROM BACK COVER 


-News of the G campus 


members have formed a Gospel Team to go 
out to country churches on week ends. 


UPPER ROOM. A room in the main 
college building of Milwaukee (Wiscon- 
sin) State Teachers College has been given 
for the exclusive use of IVCF after being 
completely redecorated and cleaned by the 
school. Because it is on the third floor, it 
is called ‘““The Upper Room.” Twenty-five 
attend the Bible study. 


REEDLEY JUNIOR COLLEGE (Cali- 
fornia) has been carrying on well with 
30 members and little outside help. 


JUBILEE HOSPITAL, VICTORIA, B.C. 
Missionary interest was stimulated here 
recently during the visit of Joe Jespersen 
of the West Indies Mission. Mr. Jespersen 
spoke on the tremendous need of the Re- 
public of Haiti, emphasizing the appalling 
lack of medical work and the incalculable 
opportunity for evangelism. He made a 
special appeal for nurses. They showed 
great interest, continuing to ask questions 
long after the meeting was over. Jean Hen- 
ningson, who gave her heart to the Lord at 
a Varsity Christian Fellowship meeting 
at the University of British Colombia in 
1930 is now in Cuba with this mission. 


KUNMING, CHINA. David Adeney re- 
ports that a group has been formed at Lien 
Ta University at Kunming. This Univer- 
sity is an association of three well known 
Northern refugee universities. No evan- 
gelical group had been formed in that 
university previously, There are now four- 
teen members. David Adeney’s letter reads 
in part, “In a wonderful way the chairman 
of the Fellowship was prepared for our 
coming. The day before I saw him he had 
received a letter from an IVCF chapter 
in the Northwest, and during the night 
he had spent some time thinking of the 
need for a Fellowship in Lien Ta. The very 
next evening I discussed plans for a Lien 
Ta Christian Fellowship with him and four 
or five other students, Thus the Lord has 
been answering prayer.” 
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Mews. of the Campus 


PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY. The 
Famine Relief Drive for the University of 
Michigan is in charge of MCF, the Inter- 
Varsity chapter. The program includes 
saving bread and other food, and a drive 
to collect $30,000 to donate for famine 
relief, 


MINNESOTA. 135 University of Min 
nesota IVCFers met in downtown Min- 
neapolis’ lush Curtis Hotel for their 
annual banquet. “Derf” Fagerstrom of Du- 
luth, Minnesota, a returned war veteran, 
was installed as next year’s president, fol- 
lowed by a message, “God and the Modern 
Mind,” by Dr. Carl Henry of Chicago. 


WITNESSING. Texas staff member 
Francis Ball reports, ‘God is still richly 
blessing on the Rice Institute campus and 
has this week answered our prayers for con- 
tacts with civilian students. There are 
three fellows in the veterans’ dormitory 
who definitely know Christ as their Sav- 
iour. One was saved last Thursday after- 
noon. Wednesday night he asked me to 
come by his room some time for a talk. 
When I went, he found the Lord. God has 
more than answered our prayer for a wit- 
ness in this dorm: besides this fellow—who 
is already bearing a clear testimony to his 
roommate—two other chaps are really on 
the job. Two of the three are outstand- 
ing athletes. One of them goes with me on 
my tours of the dorm rooms—to make con- 
tacts for himself. Two men here in the 
V-12 unit were saved after the Wednesday 
night meeting last week. They are growing 
brightly and attending the nightly prayer 
meetings.” 
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The first combined S.F.M.F. and I,V.C.F, 
Southeastern regional missionary confer- 
ence held May 3-5 at Lake Louise, Taccoa, 
Georgia was a big success. 125 delegates 
attended, and several gave their lives for 
missionary service. Ellet Anderson was 
elected the new S.F.M.F. chairman; Gordon 
Beacham, vice-chairman; Neva Jones, secre- 
tary-treasurer. About the conference, Neva! 
writes, “The greatest blessing was the testi- 
monies of students from secular colleges— 


members of I.V.C.F.” 
100 PER CENT of the Inter-Varsity 


chapter in Victoria now subscribe to HIS. 

BRADLEY POLYTECHNIC _INSTI- 
TUTE. This Illinois group is applying to 
the faculty for official recognition on 
campus. 


UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 
CHAPTER holds a monthly luncheon to 
which outside speakers are invited. Two 
or three social get-togethers are held dur- 
ing every school term. 


OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY. As the 
result of special meetings held on this 
campus by staff member Bob Finley, five 
students accepted the Lord. The week prior 
to this, another girl had been saved. The 
daily prayer meeting averages eighteen to 
nineteen and in a large measure is respon- 
sible for the success of the work. 

Because the COLORADO STATE COL- 
LEGE FOR EDUCATION group is unable 
to meet on campus, a weekly Bible study) 


is held at the homes of members, Attend- 
ance averages twenty-five. Eight of the 
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